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acques Lord, CEG, may make most of his income as
the Department Manager for Environmental at the
San Diego office of Kleinfelder, Inc., but he supple-
ments it as a professional magician.

Lord has been fascinated with slight of hand
ever since childhood, when his father pulled a penny from his
ear. The fifth of six children, Lord credits his extroversion to
his father, an engineer-salesman who catalogued his jokes on
index cards. 

He may have inherited his “ham” from his father, but it was
a high school teacher who inspired Lord to become a serious
magician. “I started to try to learn how to do this stuff after grad-
uating high school,” says Lord. “My mentor was Biff Smith, my
semantics and English teacher who is also a jazz pianist, com-
poser, and magician. He did magic in the classroom just to get
our attention.”

After graduation, Lord worked out a few magic tricks to show
Smith and soon was invited to his monthly house parties where
all magicians in attendance had to perform routines. Smith had
a full library of textbooks on magic available, and Lord soaked
them up like Houdini hacking into handcuffs. 

Some aspects of performing magic come easy for Lord,
picking up the trick the first time he tries. But successful magic
involves more than a magician’s dexterity.

“All of magic depends on bending peoples’ assumptions
about the world. It may also involve physics principles, or a
hidden motion or device. I’m just going to play upon those
assumptions with a psychological and manipulative strategy. The
audience wants to be fooled; we want to believe in magic.” 

Lord continued to dabble in magic through college and
beyond. “Mostly I was doing card tricks for frat buddies or girls in
bars; it’s how I met my beautiful wife,” says Lord. “I’d do a paid
show once in a while for friends or family but I was not com-
mitted to the art form. I had to ‘grow up and get serious.’ Mar-
riage, raising four girls, career concerns kept magic on the garage
shelf (literally). Then back in June 2004, I re-evaluated my prior-
ities and magic jumped up a few notches. I started practicing
again, joined the local professional society, and got to working
gigs in three months.” 

Lord attributes his success to his presentation style. “I am
comfortable ‘on stage’ and I did a lot of theater and dance in
middle school and college. Some tricks are easy to learn. Others
are impossible. It is a matter of sorting out the effects that suite
my personality and my story. The way to avoid being a carbon-
copy magician is to infuse all you do with your own personal
quirks, humor, experiences, and perspectives. There’s nothing
new in magic. But there is always a fresh way to tell a story.”

Lord likes to bring Earth Science humor into his act as he
often gets shows with technical firms. “I can clothe my charla-
tanism with science, and the tech audience gets a kick out of it,”
notes Lord. He gives an example: “You have three playing cards,
the top two are face down, the bottom card is face up. By
applying “seismic energy” (wink wink) I can create liquefaction.

Just by shaking
the cards, the
bottom card vis -
i bly seems to
dissolve and
move up to be -
come the card
in the middle.
This is very
visual, very sim -
ple. It gives the
distraction of
being plausible.”

W h e n
asked what his
least favorite
gigs are, he
quickly replies,
“I do not per-
form for little
children. They
will say things
like ‘Make my
little brother
disappear. Turn
him into a
d r a g o n . ’
They’re less intimidated and want to run up and see what’s in
my pockets.”

For his illusions, Lord prefers to use household objects. “I do
sleights with silverware, coins, bandanas, newspapers, playing
cards, fruit, sewing needles, a nice polished piece of zoesite and
corundum, and rope, to name a few,” he says. “My motto is
‘Helping you see wonder in the everyday,’ ”

Though the extra money comes in handy, Lord sees other
benefits of his profitable hobby. “I discovered that being a pro-
fessional magician has taken me to events and groups of people I
would never experience otherwise.” He cites a recent gig for an
alumni banquet of Korean immigrants to celebrate the lunar new
year. “The chance to interact, have conversation, and be a part of
their world for a couple of hours was extraordinary,” says Lord.

He also notes the time he met the magician from the QE2 in
Mombasa and they did an impromptu street show. Or the tiny bit
of magic he infuses into his school presentation on Earth Sci-
ences that he calls “Jacques’ Bacques of Racques.” “Sharing my
enthusiasm for earth sciences with K–12 graders is probably my
most polished and mesmerizing performance.”

When asked what advice he might give to others consid-
ering a career in magic, Lord offers these words: “Be a magician
to give people the gift of a few moments of wonder and laughter
or bafflement and disbelief. Laughter and amazement from the
audience and a deep sense of personal fun is the biggest pay-
check I receive.”
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California Geologist Has Plenty of Tricks
up His Sleeve

Andrea Leigh Ptak
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isitors to the offices of Shannon & Wilson, Inc., in
Seattle, are immediately struck by the presence of
beautiful sculptures in the lobby. Along one wall,
smooth salmon curve around a textured sea in
white limestone. In a corner, a stylized figure in

black metamorphic rock sits with legs out straight holding the
Earth in its lap. On the reception desk, an abstract piece in
translucent alabaster draws the eye.

Close inspection reveals that the works are all by the same
man—Bill Laprade—who also happens to be a vice president at
the geotechnical and environmental consulting firm.

Stone sculpting came into Bill’s life in 1988 when he attended
an art exhibit with his wife, Mary Lou, of sculptures by Seattle
artist James Washington Jr. Bill was impressed by the artistic
beauty brought to life in the stone and thought, “I can do that.”

He immediately set about learning the art, joining the North-
west Stone Sculptors Association (NWSSA) and taking advantage
of their weekend and week-long seminars. Starting with tiny
sculptures of soapstone, he quickly graduated to more difficult
rock and knew that he had found his second calling. He never for-
gets his geologic roots, however. He has been a regular contributor
to the NWSSA magazine with “The Stone Column” where he dis-
cusses the geology of carving stone. He also served on the board
and has taught classes in geology for the association.

An experienced carver now, Bill does not consider his pas-
sion a hobby but rather a second career. “I support myself. I sell
anywhere from one to three pieces a year,” he says with under-
standable pride. He exhibits in group shows around the north-
west and has a Washington State business license.

Bill devotes much of his free time to his art, attending annual
symposia and occasional fieldstone gathering trips to Lake
Wenatchee in the North Cascades of Washington State. His garage
has been converted to a studio where slabs of sandstone, siltstone,
black chlorite and alabaster wait patiently for their metamor-
phoses into works of art. Bill favors hand tools that have not
changed much from primitive times: rasps, rifflers, four different
sizes of hammers, texturing hammers, and chisels that range from
tiny points to, in Bill’s words: “…great big, honking chisels.”

Much of the alabaster was purchased in 2001 during Bill’s
dream trip to Tuscany. He and four other sculptors rented a
medieval farmhouse and spent three weeks carving, observing
art, and living the culture. The five shipped back 2,300 pounds of
alabaster; 850 went to Bill’s studio. 

His favorite stone to carve is black chlorite that has striking
natural coloration and can take a high polish. It also takes tex-
turing well. The geologist in Bill likes to leave some part of the
natural stone in most of his pieces as a testimony to its origins. 

The Laprade home is filled with examples of Bill’s work
showcasing a variety of stone and artistic styles. There are abstract
pieces with geologic themes: earthquakes, landslides, faults.
There are nudes—torsos and backsides that look as if they came
from some ancient temple. An impressive piece titled “Neolithic
Wind” sits on a pedestal in a corner—a woman’s head with
flowing hair blowing out behind her—done in Lake Wenatchee

soapstone. The dining room table
displays Bill’s current favorite—a
simple, yet powerful rendition of a
baseball glove in white alabaster. In
the studio, a work-in-progress is an
abstract compass commissioned by
a surveyor.

The Seattle elementary school
where Bill’s wife is a teacher has
been a recipient of Bill’s art. A
whimsical frog of talc and serpen-
tine sits in a hallway—inviting the
children to feel the stone. Bill jokes
that “ ‘Froggy’ is kept polished by
the kids’ hugging and touching it
all day.” In the school garden, two
abstract stone children “play” in

remembrance of classmates who died in a plane crash—providing
a source of comfort to the children and teachers. 

Juggling a full-time job as a geologist with his more-than-
part-time job as a sculptor has been a challenge for Bill, but one
he gladly takes on. He credits his wife with supporting him by
allowing him the time to pursue his art. And, he works on his
carving when he can. While on a field project in Peru, he man-
aged to carve in the evenings and on weekends—to the fascina-
tion of the children in small Andean villages.

He is, however, looking to the day when he can devote him-
self to carving—primarily because of the inspiration it will bring. “I
don’t get my great ideas when I am working my [geologist] job full-
time. But when I went to Italy I had a new idea every day.” Con-
sidering how prolific Bill is now, it will be interesting to see how
much he will accomplish when he can be a sculptor full-time.

EDITOR’S NOTE: AEG members who attended the Seattle conference
might remember seeing a piece of Bill’s work on display.

Carved in Stone
Hobby Becomes Second Career for Geologist

Andrea Leigh Ptak
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Bill Laprade’s “The Geologist”
greets visitors to the 
offices of Shannon 
& Wilson, Inc. in 
Seattle, Washington.
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ack in 1999, TC Wait was looking for a way to cele-
brate receiving her Master’s degree from the Col-
orado School of Mines. She had always wanted to go
on a dog sled ride, so she and her mom spent a week
in mid-January traveling the Wyoming backcountry

by dog sled. They traversed the sparkling terrain and slept in the
snow—and loved it. TC’s fascination only grew from there. 

After that trip, she went home and immediately signed up
for another with her husband Dave Wurts (much to his dismay).
After the trip, he did see the attraction, and they hung out with
the mushers and talked about dogs and how to put together a
team. The outfitter who ran the business was training to run the
Iditarod and told about his adventures. They got so hooked that
they brought home “Sally” from his kennel. They already had a
husky-mix, “Trout”—giving them a two-dog “team.” 

During their first winter together, TC had the dogs pull her
on cross-country skis—something she considered fun but dan-
gerous. “I fell perpetually,” she says. In the summer, she and Dave
hooked the dogs to mountain bikes—which was a lot more fun.
They took the dogs camping to get them used to running and
pulling out in the backcountry. “If the dogs are trained well, you
can keep them on the trails and they’ll even go by the squirrels
OK,” notes TC with a laugh. 

By the fall of 2001, TC and Dave had joined Colorado Moun-
tain Mushers, a local dog sled club. “We started ‘collecting’ dogs
at that point,” says TC. 

TC ended up talking to local mushers and acquired a couple
of retired lead dogs (Turbo & Little Bit). They were older and still
wanted to run, but weren’t fast enough to make the top teams.
She explains her reasoning, “I got those dogs to teach me what I
didn’t know; I was an apprentice. They [the dogs] had run hun-
dreds and hundreds of miles.”  This gave them a four-dog team
that quickly grew to six. “Then my husband got tired of sitting in
the car,” says TC. 

In 2003, his first year, Dave leased a team of eight dogs. At
the end of the year, he bought the whole team—bringing the
household total to 14. That spring they added two puppies for a
total of 16 dogs! They kept the puppies in the house for a while
to bond with them and get them obedience trained; normally,
the dogs live outdoors in custom kennels. 

The 16 dogs give them two 8-dog racing teams. TC’s team is
made up of “puppies” and “old guys”—but still do pretty well in
competition, usually finishing in the middle of the pack. For TC
it’s all about the fun of being in the backcountry with the dogs,
doing what they love to do best. Dave, by contrast, has a pretty
competitive team of Siberian Huskies—the top eight-dog pure-
bred team in Colorado for the 2003–04 race season. 

Few of us can imagine what it must be like to care for 16
dogs—even if they don’t live in the house. For TC and Dave, a
typical day looks like this:

In the morning, they go in the dog yard, and let the dogs out
to run around and feed. Meals consist of raw meat mixed with
high protein kibble, raw green beans, spinach, and frozen fish.
They have two different exercise yards: one half-acre and one

whole acre—each is cleaned
twice a day. TC notes that this
often involves headlamps at
certain times of the year. Here,
the dogs run and dig, and play
in the horse troughs that hold
their drinking water.

While TC and Dave are at work, the dogs stay in 8 by12-foot
kennels, with two to three dogs per. The kennels are cleaned three
times a day and each is equipped with bucket heaters to ensure
the dogs have plenty of fresh water. 

When TC and Dave get home from work in the Denver area
(a 50-minute commute), they do it all over again—with dinner
being served at 6:00 p.m. on the nose. “If we’re two minutes late
they [the dogs] get all worked up about it,” notes TC.

“Right now, we’re in the middle of pre-snow season training
program. We run the dogs on evenings and weekends using an
ATV in neutral for the dogs to pull,” says TC. On weekends they
do their longer training runs. Before the snow falls, they’ll run
10–12 miles a session. It’s harder for the dogs to run on the dirt
because it wears their feet, so they keep the training runs shorter.

They begin serious training as soon as there is enough snow
that they can “hook down” or brake the sled. There needs to be at
least four inches of packed snow for this to happen—usually by
mid-November—with the first race scheduled for mid-December.

For TC and Dave, mushing takes up every weekend from
mid-December thru mid-March—either training or running
races. They are both on the board of the club and Dave is also race
director. It takes up a lot of time, but it’s also a big social thing.
They try to involve the whole community and make it a learning
opportunity for anyone interested. 

When asked if it’s much different emotionally owning 16
dogs as opposed to one or two, TC answers that it’s even better.
She is totally attached to the dogs and notes, “You have to be as
a musher—especially when you are doing the longer distances. If
anything happens, the dogs are the only way you can make it. If
you get out there 30 miles and something happens…the dog
team has to love and respect you as much or even more than a
house pet would. And the best part is you get to be out in the
backcountry with eight of your best friends.” 

She notes that the dogs all have their own, different person-
alities. Some like to cuddle; some live to run. They are trained in
basic obedience, and they know what to do when a moose walks
by. (They’ll stop and watch. If the team were to keep running the
moose would interpret this as a wolf pack coming and attack the
dogs. Wolves are the moose’s only predator.) When asked if she
had a favorite, TC replied, “They’re all my favorites. Some of
them are cuddle bugs; some want to play. They are all very
happy—none are cranky and mean. We take them to schools and
they think the school kids are great.”

As with any extreme sport, mushing can be dangerous; but
TC says they have been lucky. Once, early on, Dave nearly lost
the team. He had jumped off the sled to tend to one of the dogs.

B

To Lead a Dog Team
Dog Sledding is Way of Life for CO Geologist

Andrea Leigh Ptak 

continued on page 11…
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Chapter Challenge
Micah L. Keller, New Mexico Chapter President

Our 25 Sections are the heart of the Association. They allow per-
sonal contact with AEG and other members, through profes-
sional development, networking, and friendship on a regular
basis. Unfortunately, there are many of us living in outlying areas
that can’t regularly attend Section meetings—making it difficult
to maximize our AEG membership benefits. When I recently
moved to New Mexico, I was unable to travel to Denver for Rocky
Mountain Section meetings. Fortunately, a few years ago AEG cre-
ated Chapters. A Chapter is a formal group of five or more Mem-
bers, which may meet on an independent schedule, created to
allow more membership participation and to promote local geo-
logic issues and awareness. Instructions on how to form a
Chapter are listed in the AEG Bylaws as Article 7.9. The bylaws are
in your copy of the AEG Annual Report and Directory. 

I was disheartened to find that my local Chapter was inac-
tive. With the help of local AEG veterans, I took the lead in get-
ting the New Mexico Chapter going and it is now firmly
established. We are hosting speakers, field trips, and beginning
preparations for the 2009 AEG Annual Meeting we’ll be hosting
here! Four other new Chapters have also been recognized this
past year, including Northern California, Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania, and Dallas and San Antonio, TX.

I challenge any of you in a similar situation to start an AEG
Chapter. Each new Chapter has support from the overseeing Sec-
tion and AEG Headquarters. Your Section may be able to help
with finances, publicity, and program support. Also, the AEG Sec-
tion/Chapter Support Committee, a new committee formed as a
part of our Strategic Plan implementation, is currently creating
means to support Sections and Chapters with programming,
officer training, and member outreach. Anyone starting a local
Chapter already has a group’s most critical element—interested
members! Add the support of your Section and Headquarters, and
the challenge of organizing the Chapter and supporting your pro-
fession will be investments in time and energy that pay you back
several times over in the increased benefits as a member of AEG
and in your professional life.

AEG NEWS Perspectives
Column — Articles Wanted
Allen Shaw, Editor

AEG’s “Perspectives” column is intended as a forum for expressing
ideas or views of both AEG members and non-member regarding
AEG and the practice of environmental and engineering geology.
Articles likely to appear in the next few issues of the AEG NEWS will
likely include a perspective by AEG’s Corporate Attorney, a per-
spective by a developer who contracts for environmental and engi-
neering geologic services, and a perspective by a “young” member.

Members and non-members are both invited to submit arti-
cles for consideration, and AEG will actively solicit and encourage
articles from a wide range of individuals including consultants,
corporate managers, regulatory personnel, students, retired prac-
titioners, professors, attorneys, etc. 

Articles should be between 800 and 1600 words, preferably in
MSWord. See page one of this publication for electronic submis-
sion instructions.

Please note:
1) Articles printed in the “Perspectives” column do not neces-

sarily reflect the opinions of AEG, its officers, or its members.
2) AEG reserves the right to accept or reject articles submitted for

publication in the “Perspectives” column at the sole discretion
of its officers and the Editorial staff of the AEG NEWS, 

3) All articles accepted will be subject to the AEG NEWS editorial
process.
We look forward to your contributions and perspectives on

our profession.

NOTE: The “Perspectives” column is intended as a forum for expressing
ideas or views regarding AEG and the practice of environmental and
engineering geology. Articles printed in the “Perspectives” column do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of AEG, its officers, or its members. 

You Could Be the Next Norman
R. Tilford Field Studies Scholar!
Apply by February 1, 2005

Kathy Goetz Troost from the University of Washington and
Shelley Zaragoza from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas got
support for field research and attending field camp during the
summer of 2004. You could be the next Tilford Scholar! 

Two awards will be made for the 2005 summer field season –
one to support a graduate student conducting field research, and
one to help an undergraduate student attend field camp or sup-
port senior thesis research. Applications will be accepted for the
2005 field season awards up to February 1, 2005, so APPLY NOW!

We also ask all professors, Student Chapter advisers, and AEG
members to encourage students to apply. Applicants must be stu-
dent members of AEG (students may join AEG at the same time
they submit their scholarship applications). Look on the AEG
website, www.aegweb.org, for the application or contact Deborah
Green for information by phone at 505-867-0670 or e-mail
tilgreen@aol.com.

He accidentally jerked the sled and the snow hook (emergency
brake) popped…and the dogs took off. He grabbed just what he
could and held on. He got dragged for about a mile before he was
able to get the snow hook set again and slow them down. The
episode is now known as his “Indiana Jones adventure.” 

Last year TC and Dave got to help friends run the Iditarod.
They helped get their sled loaded, made sure all their equipment
was working, and brought their teams to the start line. TC loved
the experience and plans to do it again this year. Running the
Iditarod is in their ten-year plan—one musher and 16 dogs run-
ning 1,100 miles through the wilderness of Alaska.

TC loves their dogs and the life they lead with them, but she
wouldn’t recommend Siberian or Alaskan Huskies as family pets.
“They need a lot of exercise. They need to have a job or they get
bored and in trouble.” For TC and Dave, their 16 huskies keep
them busy and, for the most part, out of trouble!

TC Wait is an engineering geologist with the Colorado Geological
Survey and specializes in geologic hazards & land use applications.

Dog Team…continued from page 10
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o say Dorian Kuper grew up on a horse would be an
understatement. Though she was able to stand
before she learned how to ride, she was barely five
years old when she first sat in a saddle.

A fourth-generation Arizonan born and raised
in Phoenix, Dorian spent a great deal of time on her grandparents’
cattle ranch. While many young girls start riding in high black
boots and jodhpurs, she sported jeans and cowboy boots and rode
Western style. Along with her cousins, she helped work the cattle
on the ranch, developing superb riding skills along the way.

Dorian credits her riding experiences for her ability to perse-
vere. “When I was seven or eight, I was riding on the ranch and
got thrown; the horse spooked. My grandma made me get right
back up the horse. It was the best lesson I ever learned. You get
thrown off sideways for whatever reason, it doesn’t have to be on
a horse, but you get right back up and go on.”

At the age of nine, Dorian got her own horse, a Palomino mare
named Kelly. Lucky enough to stable Kelly at home, she happily
rose at dawn to clean the stall and feed the mare before heading off
to school. She rode with friends through the desert outside
Phoenix—a very different place in the 1960s than it is today. 

For a month every summer Dorian would head to her great-
uncle’s place outside of Prescott, where they ran a horse-oriented
summer camp for kids. There, she learned the etiquette of riding,
barrel racing and “…all the things girls love to do.”

By high school, when she had literally outgrown Kelly,
Dorian got a black quarterhorse gelding named Sage. By then,
horses were in her blood. “All I did was ride bareback,” she says.

“When we were dealing with the cattle we rode with saddles, but
riding in Phoenix as a kid I always rode bareback. I’d just hop on
the horse. I loved it. We would ride the canals in the desert in the
summer in cut-offs and t-shirts.”

She does admit to being thrown off and breaking a few bones
along the way. One notable time was at the age of 18, when she
dislocated and broke her elbow while riding solo in the desert.
She was lucky to find a house and managed to use her meager
Spanish to convince the lone farmhand to drive her to a hospital. 

When it came time to decide on a college and career path,
Dorian’s riding led her to geology. She
explains, “I couldn’t see myself being indoors
all the time for a career. I took an earth sci-
ence class when I was a junior in high school
and they took us to the Grand Canyon. I
thought, ‘Wouldn’t it be fun to have a job
where you had to ride a horse to map the
geology like the early geologists did in Cali-
fornia?’  That’s how they got around. That
was my dream.”

So she headed off to college in Santa Bar-
bara for geology without her horse. And
though she sold Sage since she would not be
there to care for him, she continued riding
whenever she could—usually at her cousins’
or at the ranch. Grad school and work has
kept her from owning a horse, but she con-
tinued to look for opportunities to ride. 

“In 1986, I started riding a lot again,”
notes Dorian. “My twin aunts rode all the
time and started inviting me and my

cousins to ride. They’d bring the horses; we’d meet in Colorado
and ride for at least five days with a bunch of women.”

In 1990, Dorian moved to Portland on  five acres, but the
weather and her travel as a geologist made owning a horse
impractical. She still had to get her riding fix when she could.

Back in 1948, Dorian’s grandmother started a women’s
riding group in Arizona. The women rode monthly and did an
annual six-day ride. In 1998, Dorian got an invitation from her
aunt to the 50th anniversary ride. “My grandma had just passed
away so, in her honor, I was eager to go,” notes Dorian. 

She joined 120 women at a base camp on a ranch in Skull
Valley, AZ, that had been her grandparents’ property. The
women brought their own horses and tents or RVs for accom-
modations. Dorian was in heaven. “We had wranglers to care
for the horses, and caterers with a chuck wagon. All we had to
do was ride. What’s fun is these women move around to dif-
ferent ranches in Arizona—always in May. There are women
in their 70s and 80s, down to 20-year-olds. It’s all friends of
friends and family. It’s a big deal for me; every year now I’m
on that ride. They’re such good horsewomen, I’m always
learning something.

Just a cowgirl…
Dorian Kuper Rides the Range Whenever She Can

Andrea Leigh Ptak
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Incoming AEG President Dorian Kuper vacationing on horseback in
Montana. Photo by  Jonathan Bricks
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“I try to schedule my work around the May trail ride. I’m an
Associate Member because I’m the guest of one of my aunts. It’s
not cliquish, but it’s the old gang. They’re not flashy or fancy;
these are old cowgirls. It’s a unique style that’s dying out. It’s the
old-style which I really enjoy.”

Dorian continues to look for riding opportunities whenever
she can.“I rode the horse from hell just recently and I thought I
was gonna die. Tom [her husband] and I went to South America
for my 50th birthday to visit the wineries in Argentina and Chile.
Scott Burns and his wife—our neighbors—went with us. We
spent a week in Patagonia—gorgeous, but very remote; you can’t
even fly in by helicopter. We stayed at a really nice place where
they took people hiking or rock climbing dependent on your
skills. I’m not much or a hiker, so while everyone else was hiking,
I went out for a ride with a few others and some gauchos. 

“The gauchos ride differently; they run horses down a hill.
The lead gaucho takes off running. My horse followed at a gallop.
The gauchos have this attitude that you just have to run the
horse. Then the weather turned bad. It started raining, then
hailing. Horses hate hail, so they turn their bodies as they gallop.
We started galloping—practically sideways—into this horrible
weather. My horse was so high strung—wanting to be in front—
I finally just let him take off.

“We returned to a barbeque, and I just had to have a pisco
sour (a Peruvian/Chilean liquor) to calm my nerves. That’s the
first time I was ever scared riding a horse. I kept thinking, ‘What
if I get thrown? How would they get me out of here?’ ”

It could have been a disaster, but Dorian ultimately was un-
phased. Like that seven-year-old whose grandmother made her

get back on the horse, she’s ready for another adventure. In
August, she’s riding with an old friend in Montana in the Rockies.
“I’m looking forward to the ride and the geology; it will be new
country for me.”

As for the future, Kuper says, “I see us always in the West—
riding in the mountains among the rocks and the sunny deserts
with the wildflowers. I guess I am just passionate about rocks
and horses.”

Plate Technics #28 Rex Upp

Scotsman Dr. Bob Watters, owner of Plate # 28, has been a
professor at University of Nevada at Reno for over 25 years—
teaching and researching most aspects of slope stability, “…the
higher, steeper,
and weaker the
better.” Bob
earned his BSc in
Applied Geology
at the University
of Strathclyde in
Scotland, and his
MS and PhD in Geological Engineering at Imperial College in
London. Prior to teaching at UNR he worked for Sir Alexander
Gibb in Zambia and Dames & Moore in the USA. For years he has
been the UNR AEG student chapter advisor and hopes to see
many of his former students at the AEG 50th anniversary
meeting in Los Angeles.
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ary Henry has been singing since before he can
remember. A self-proclaimed country boy who grew
up in East-Central Ohio, Henry started his singing
career like so many others—in church. His melo-
dious boy soprano quickly brought him to the stage

of the Canton Symphony where he played the lead in the opera
Amahl and the Night Visitors. Through his elementary school
years, he sang in a variety of productions until his voice began to
change. “There aren’t a lot of roles for boys with crackly voices,
so I dropped out for a while,” says Henry.

So he buckled down in school and started down the path
that would lead him to becoming a geologist. 

He still sang on his own, for the sheer joy of it. He played in
some bands in high school, but had a hard time finding people
who shared his eclectic musical tastes. At 17, Henry decided to
learn to play the guitar so he could accompany himself. He had
hated lessons when he was 7, so he approached the instrument
on his own this time, asking friends to show him chords, and
learning what he could from books.

He was a quick study, and by the age of 20 he was proficient
enough to play at some open mic nights while in college at Kent
State. Within a year he had his first paying solo gig, and has been
performing steadily since.

You would think that someone with accepted talent would
have pursued a career as a musician rather than a geologist, but
Henry is pragmatic, noting “My two main interests throughout
my life have been music and science. It gives me a sense of
 fulfillment to get to work professionally in both fields.”

And work professionally he does—about 50 gigs a year in the
Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex where he now lives. Right now he
plays with two different groups. His main one is a self-named duo
featuring Henry on guitar and vocals, and Guy Trigg on upright
bass. The two specialize in honky tonk and rockabilly—a perfect
fit for the heart of Texas. He also plays occasionally with The
Dirty Mac Band, a Beatles/Stones/Who tribute band. 

Though he plays covers (his interpretations of popular songs)
for most gigs, he also writes original music and is taking some
time off from performing to work on a new EP. This will be his
third CD. “I’ve done a couple of recordings that I’ve distributed
from time to time. Around 2003, I did a CD with my band from
grad school. In 2006, I recorded a demo CD of cover songs with
my 4-piece country band that split up later that year.” He plans
on introducing more of his own work into his shows once his
new CD is complete. 

When asked about his musical influences, Henry replied,
“The Beatles were my first love…also Bob Dylan, the Byrds, and
the Grateful Dead. My tastes morphed over the years until I’ve
been playing mostly honky tonk and rockabilly for the last three
years. My biggest influences now are mostly lesser-known folks
like Gram Parsons, Wayne Hancock, BR-549, and James Hand.”

Performing is truly a second career for Henry who admits it
eats up a great deal of time—though it is self-supporting finan-
cially, and then some.

Even with a big talent, there is the need to practice. “Back in
undergrad school when I was first learning guitar, I’d practice six

or more hours a day,” says Henry. “I don’t do anywhere near that
now, although I still find myself with a guitar in my hands  several
times a day.” And then there are the gigs—usually on the week-
ends. Henry is lucky to have a wife who understands his passion
for performing.

Like most musicians, Henry has invested in instruments and
recording equipment. “I have two nice guitars that I use for per-
forming…a Fender Telecaster for my ‘electric’ shows and a Martin
acoustic for my solo and duo shows. I also have at least four other
cheap guitars that I’m trying to sell, just can’t find anyone that
wants cheap junky guitars. I also own a full PA system and a
couple of guitar amplifiers,” says Henry. But he admits the hobby
definitely pays for itself, and notes that it was a very important
source of income through college. “I don’t rely on it now to buy
groceries and make car payments, but, of course, it still helps.”

Will we be seeing him at the Grammys anytime soon? Henry
is doubtful as he admits, “I don’t put a lot of effort into trying to
make it something bigger. I make okay money playing gigs
around the area. It would be tough, because you have to pay
some dues touring and such. I’m not prepared to give up health-
care and being a geologist to sleep in a van with four smelly guys
while we travel around.”

For now, those who are interested can check out Henry’s
MySpace page at http://www.myspace.com/garyhenry. You can
listen to four songs and get a pretty good feel for Henry’s
chameleon-like voice and style. 

Gary L. Henry II, PG is a Hydrogeologist with Reed Engineering Group,
Ltd. in Dallas, Texas.

Geologist Rocks on Stage
Andrea Leigh Ptak
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ia Painter got her first taste of locally grown organic
produce as a graduate student at Ohio University in
1999. By participating in a local co-op, once a week
she and her housemates received a bag of produce
delivered to their front door. It was a reasonable

deal—even on a graduate student’s budget—and as a budding
organic vegetarian, Painter loved the entire arrangement. 

After graduate school, Mia and her boyfriend (now husband)
moved to Media, PA, when she started work in Schnabel Engi-
neering’s West Chester office. Through the Internet, she discov-
ered Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) and was lucky to
find Red Hill Farm—a new participating farm located just ten min-
utes from her home. You can’t get much more local than that! 

Painter started her membership with the 2002 growing
season (May–November). For an annual investment of $640 (a
“share” of the farm), she received 1/200th of the weekly harvest—
enough to feed four omnivores or two vegetarians. Painter gives
her reasons for joining, “I really love all the aspects of helping to
support a farm like this—encouraging and supporting organic
farming methods (no chemical pollutants, no growth hormones,
sustainable soil building and feeding methods). It also allows two
farmers to earn a decent living, and preserves land in my county
from development. Plus, I am able to introduce family and friends
to the idea of local, fresh, organic produce that tastes great.”

After the first year, Painter became one of 11 “work-share”
members in the 120-member group. She works about 100 hours
per season in exchange for one share of the farm.

Last year she was the newsletter editor, but this year she
wanted to get her hands dirty and opted for on-farm work. From
May through November, she spends four to six hours a week
(usually on the weekends) at the farm. She even took a couple
days at the end of planned vacation to work at the farm. “It was
a great break from my typical workday,” said Painter.

As a farmhand on an organic farm, her main job is
weeding—using primarily her hands to pull larger weeds, and a
stirrup hoe to cut small weeds just under the soil’s surface. Painter
notes that weeding is “ the biggest time-consuming effort on an
organic farm,” though she enjoys the camaraderie of weeding
with the other work-share members. “We talk, share recipes, and
complain about weeding.” She has also helped start seeds in flats
in the spring, and planted crops. When her schedule allows, she
assists in the harvest.

As a testimony to her commitment, Painter is also a member
of the farm’s “core group” of 8–12 volunteer members who meet
monthly. She explains that Red Hill Farm has two farmers that
are in charge of all things growing who ask advice or help from
the core group for all things non-growing. This includes mem-
bership rules, fund raising, and planning meetings. Right now,
they are investigating the purchase of a barn for the farm—
researching things like cost and locations.

The core group also organizes fundraisers and social events
for the group. “We’ve had a square dance/silent auction fundraiser
for the past couple years that is a lot of fun and raises money for

the barn fund,”
says Painter.
“We also have a
Harvest-Fest in
the fall which is
mainly a pot -
luck with a
band and games
for kids.” 

P a i n t e r
notes that get-
ting your veg-
gies from a local
farm is nothing
like shopping at
a grocery store.
Instead of get-
ting tomatoes
in January, or
spinach in Aug -
ust, you get
what grows in
that season, with
the menu changing as the season progresses. “This is probably the
hardest aspect for some families to get used to,” says Painter. “It
took me well into the second season to learn to plan meals around
what was fresh. Now it’s second nature. I don’t even look at toma-
toes in the winter; I don’t have salads in the hot summer; and I
don’t eat strawberries any time except for those few weeks in
spring. Seasonal eating makes me feel great and makes me really
appreciate each vegetable or fruit for what it is.

“At Red Hill Farm the harvest season starts in late May. The
first several weeks are dominated by strawberries and greens—
such as lettuce, mizuna, kale, arugula, and beet greens. Then
other things start to be ready, like carrots, peas, beans, radishes,
Swiss chard, turnips, broccoli, kohlrabi, and beets. Hot summer
brings zucchini, tomatoes, cucumbers, potatoes, okra, onions,
peppers, eggplant, celery, leeks, and watermelon. Fall winds
down with another round of greens and kohlrabi, garlic, the end
of tomatoes, and winter squash.

“We also have agreements with local Amish farmers who
supply free-range organic eggs and chickens. These are available
to members who sign up and pay extra in advance. Then the
farmer brings them to our farm once a week for those who
ordered them.”

Painter notes that consistency is not an aspect of farming.
“Each season is different. One season brings a plethora of egg-
plant, while the next produces only two for each member. It’s a
risk we take, knowing that some years are better for some crops
than others.”

To those interested in using seasonal produce, Painter rec-
ommends a cookbook, Asparagus to Zucchini: A Guide to Farm
Fresh Seasonal Produce, available at CSA’s website. “I don’t want
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to sound like a commercial but it’s a great resource for those
thinking they might want to join a farm like this, but aren’t sure
how they’d adapt to seasonal eating. It’s full of recipes and tips
for storage.

Just because Painter participates in CSA doesn’t mean she
gives up vegetables outside the growing season. “A lot of mem-
bers freeze and can to extend the harvest throughout the
winter, but there’s also some things like carrots, cabbage, pota-
toes, and squash that keep well without preserving. Personally I
eat a lot of ‘winter’ foods—like soups, beans, grains, and occa-
sionally buy produce from the store when I’m really craving
something fresh. It sure is disappointing though to go into the
grocery store in mid-winter and have to pick from produce that
looks somewhat fresh but has probably been on a truck for a
week. Eating fresh food within a couple days of being picked all
summer long has spoiled me to where most of the time I’d
rather wait for spring!”

Mia Painter, a geologist and geophysicist, has just been promoted to
Project Geologist at Schnabel Engineering in West Chester, PA. She is
also secretary for the BWH Chapter.

To find our more about Community Sponsored Agriculture (CSA), go to
www.csacenter.org.

Editor’s Note: If you have an interesting hobby that is outside the field
of engineering geology, or know another AEG Member who does, please
send contact information to Andrea Ptak at aptak5118@aol.com.

Geophex celebrates its 22nd anniversary

Plate Technics #20
Rex Upp

Plate # 20 belongs to University of Nevada at Las Vegas graduate
student and Southwest Section member Brien Park. Brien’s
 Master’s thesis is on soil development and dating of six geomor-
phic surfaces near Sheep Mountain, Hidden Valley and the Lucy
Grays Range, NV.

Do you have or know of an AEG member who has a geology-related
license plate? If so, contact Rex Upp at rex@uppgeo.com.
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ew would imagine that research in waste manage-
ment could lead to a Nobel prize, but that’s exactly
where it took Jean Bogner, PhD, president of Land-
fills +, Inc.

Dr. Bogner began developing commercial uses
of landfill gas in the mid 1970s while working at Argonne
National Laboratory on US Department of Energy projects. Her
tenure there earned her international recognition in the field
and helped her establish her own firm, Landfills +, Inc., in 1997,
where she specializes in landfill gas consulting services as part of
waste management.

It was through her 30 years of research and commercial work
that she became the Coordinating Lead Author for the chapter on
waste management for the  Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), 4th Assessment Report.Working Group III (Miti-
gation). Recently the IPCC received the Nobel Peace Prize jointly
with former Vice President Al Gore, who was honored for his doc-
umentary film on climate change “An Inconvenient Truth.”  

The IPCC 4th Assessment Report was published in 2007 in
three parts corresponding to the three IPCC Working Groups:
I.  the physical science basis; II. impacts, adaptation, and vul-
nerability to climate change; and III. mitigation of climate
change.   Formed jointly by the United Nations Environment
Program and the World Meteorological Organization, the IPCC
includes the three working groups and a task force on national
greenhouse gas inventories. Although the U.S. has not ratified
the Kyoto Protocol, it participates in the IPCC and the activi-
ties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC).   

“I was asked by US EPA to put my name and CV into the pool
of candidates for consideration,” said Bogner. “There was a selec-
tion process through which all of the UNFCCC participating
countries submitted candidates and IPCC selected author groups
for the various chapters which had expertise and geographic
diversity, including representation from both developed and
developing countries.’

As Dr. Bogner explained, “I was the coordinating lead
author for the waste management chapter for Working Group
III,” she said. “Basically, that report looked at all of the different
sectors with respect to current greenhouse gas emissions, the
potential for mitigating them, and the cost. The conclusions
were that across all sectors—energy, transport, industry, build-
ings, agriculture, forestry, waste—there were opportunities for
mitigation at reasonable cost. Of all the sectors, waste manage-
ment is the smallest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions
(less than 5% of the total).  The largest share of emissions from
the waste sector is from landfill methane, followed by waste-
water methane and nitrous oxide.” 

She notes that the report took a lot of time and effort
over the three-year period.“ The 4th Assessment Report for
Working Group III (mitigation) was written during 2004-
2007. In addition, both a  Technical Summary and a Sum-

mary for Policy-
makers were writ -
ten. Much time was
spent with coordi-
nation among the
various chapters
(avoidance of double
counting; consistency
of terminology and
units; consistency
with respect to cross-
cutting issues such
as sustainable devel-
opment, public policy,
and mitigation costs
& potentials). There
were successive reviews of several draft versions of the report
(Zero Order draft, First Order draft, Second Order draft, and
Final draft).

“For example, there were roughly 60 pages of review com-
ments on our chapter at the Second Order Draft stage. It was
necessary to respond to individual review comments in writing
and with text revisions where they were supported by the ref-
ereed literature. Controversial issues were resolved through dis-
cussions within the author group (and also, of course, by
reference to supporting literature since IPCC does not do orig-
inal research). Reviews were done by many individuals from
governments and the private sector (especially by industry).
There were also review meetings for more substantial discus-
sions with reviewers.”

Her work with the UN panel takes her all over the world.
Dr. Bogner noted that the IPCC has broad international par-
ticipation from both developed and developing countries. For
the waste chapter alone there were many different developed
and developing countries involved. I worked directly with
authors from China, Japan, Finland, Denmark, Netherlands,
Slovakia, Cuba, Sudan, Indonesia, the US and the UK. And
that was just for the Waste Chapter in Working Group 3!  Now
that the report is completed, my participation consists mainly
of outreach meetings to disseminate the results.  So far I have
participated in two of those (in Kolkata, India and Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil).”

In fact, she was in Kolkata when the prize was announced at
an IPCC outreach meeting. “This was a fabulous conclusion to
the meeting,” noted Dr. Bogner. The press was rushing in. I was
on Bengali TV and had my picture in the Times of India.” Back
home, things were a bit different, “The local press says ‘Congrat-
ulations, can you get us an interview with Al Gore?,’ ”she said
with a quick laugh.

The win, though certainly prestigious, did not automati-
cally earn Dr. Bogner fame and fortune. She explained, “ It was
given jointly to all of the authors of the IPCC 4th Assessment

AEG Member Jean Bogner Shares 
Nobel Prize with IPCC and Al Gore

Andrea Leigh Ptak
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Report, the IPCC administration, as well as to the authors of
IPCC special reports.  We certainly don’t all go to Oslo to
receive the prize; there was a lottery for representation across
the IPCC activities.  In addition, the prize money will be used
for IPCC activities.”

But she does take pride in her work, and the part she has
played in bringing the problems into the public view. “The
prize has made us all mini-ambassadors for discussing global
climate change and its aspects on everyday life. I’ve been
involved recently in some IPCC outreach meetings to dissem-
inate the information. There’s been a lot of interest in our
local press and it has brought a higher level of visibility to the
fourth Assessment Report and raised everyone’s consciousness
on this topic.”

When asked if she thought the report would have a
lasting impact on how the world views climate change, she
answered, “I think it already has. I think Americans, in gen-
eral, have been moving in that direction for the last two to
three years anyway. Look around the country, you will see
regional initiatives to reduce greenhouse gas emissions: the
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative(RGGI) in the northeast;
the Chicago Climate Exchange whose members agree to
binding targets; a regional initiative by western states; and a
recent California bill to mandate emission reductions.”

She has worked on dozens of commercial landfill gas
recovery projects in the U.S. and overseas.  In all, there are more
than 400 landfill gas recovery projects in the U.S. and more
than 1500 worldwide where the gas is used for industrial or

commercial process heating, onsite electrical generation, or
upgrading to a substitute natural gas. Landfill gas recovery has
been fully commercial since 1975. Currently, she is also
working on the technical development of landfill gas projects in
South Africa and elsewhere under the Kyoto Protocol Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM). This mechanism permits
developed countries to meet their Kyoto obligations by pur-
chase of emission reductions from approved CDM projects in
developing countries. 

EDITOR’S NOTES:

Dr. Bogner, based in Wheaton, IL, lectures  frequently at international
research workshops, commercial and research conferences, and univer-
sities. She is also an adjunct associate professor at the University of Illi-
nois Chicag. As a member of AEG, Bogner served as North Central
Section Chair from 1979–1980. For more information about her work,
visit http://www.landfillsplus.com.

We have strayed from our usual profile of a members’s hobby to show-
case Dr. Bogner and her work because of the notarity of the Nobel Peace
Prize. We will return to our usual subject matter in the next issue of the
AEG NEWS. If you have, or know of an AEG Member who has an
interesting hobby outside the field of geology, please contact Andrea
Ptak at aptak5118@aol.com.
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Anchored Down in Anchorage-

Geologist Moonlights 
as Professional Musician

Andrea Leigh Ptak
hough she had studied violin since the age of eight,
Nancy Darigo had not considered becoming a pro-
fessional musician. “I thought about it in high
school, but was put off by the focused discipline
required and the seriousness of the competition.

...And, I had too many other interests outside of music, like
sports, to practice as much as it would've taken to become a
serious professional,” says Darigo.

But that didn’t keep her from taking lessons, and practicing-
though both sometimes took their toll. Notes Darigo, “I guess les-
sons were mostly boring but you don’t question it as a kid. A
couple times I passed out while playing at lessons... important
thing was that violin was ok. My parents took me to doctors and
got tests done, but nothing was wrong except low blood pressure
after standing so long. I practiced everyday; my mother made us
(me and two sisters).”

By high school, she was encouraged to switch to the viola
because her hands were large enough to offer an advantage. It
took some effort getting used to the larger, heavier instrument,
but Darigo persevered. 

Her efforts paid off, and by college she could see the real
value in her talent and skill. “It did help put me through college
though, on partial scholarships, and I ended up with a minor in
fine arts. I played in symphonies all the way through college as
an undergraduate. I got into geology graduate school at USC, but
playing conflicted with my teaching schedule, so I didn’t perform
for about five years. In the Los Angeles area, the competition was
so tough, violists played like virtuoso violinists.”

When she moved to Anchorage in 1994, Darigo connected
with an organization of amateur chamber music players. The
local contact also happened to be the concertmaster for the sym-
phony, and encouraged her to audition. 

Darigo now plays regularly for the Anchorage Symphony as
Assistant Principal Viola. Their schedule includes monthly con-
certs during the arts season (fall-winter-spring), plus several pops
concerts and concerts for kids. When time permits, she plays for
other local groups such as Anchorage Opera, Anchorage Concert
Chorus, and Alaska Chamber Singers. She also does several wed-
dings in the summer with a string quartet or fiddle-guitar-
bodhran trio. All are paying gigs, because, as Darigo notes,
“Violists are in demand up here.

“Besides classical music, I like playing blues, Irish, and blue-
grass/country. Viola is my serious classical instrument, which I'm
better at, and make money playing. Violin is what I use to mess
around in those other styles, mostly just for fun.”

As a testimony to her love of music, Darigo often plays for the
sheer joy of it—an impromptu string quartet made up of fellow
symphony musicians, or occasional fiddle/folk type trio at events
such as a folk music festival, fun run, or botanical garden fair. Occa-
sionally she plays with a garage band formerly known as Grain of
Salt (once typo’d as Brain of Salt). “We used to play at a local dive
bar called Brown Bear Saloon, now just in the drummer’s base-

ment ,”
s a y s
Darigo.

Her
favorite
classical
c o m -
posers are Beethoven and Tchaikovsky with Beethoven’s 9th
Symphony, and Tchaikovsky’s 4th and 6th Symphonies ranking
as her favorite pieces to play. She also favors Mahler’s Resurrec-
tion Symphony, any Puccini opera, Tchaikovsky’s Variation on a
Roccoco Theme (cello and orchestra piece), The Moldau by
Smetana, Brahms 1st symphony, Saint-Saints Organ Symphony,
Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring, and Holst’s The Planets.

But Darigo is hardly a classical snob, she also enjoys any
blues, bluegrass, and the Grateful Dead. She'll gladly draw paral-
lels between Beethoven and “The Dead”—noting that “…both
composed music with a slow steady beat that draws you in
almost hypnotically... it’s similar to the human heartbeat. The
other thing is the very long crescendos and decrescendos—the
Grateful Dead is famous for it—and Beethoven does that. And in
his time, he was like a rock star; he was the people’s composer—
unlike Mozart who worked mostly for royalty.”

Darigo credits her parents for her interest in music. “My
mother was a singer; my father was a monotone, but loved clas-
sical music (especially Beethoven) and bluegrass. I think he
hoped for more of a fiddle player, but I’m not very good at blue-
grass. We listened to classical music on the radio all the time, and
the Metropolitan Opera on weekends. I used to hate it until I
played in pits beneath singers who could blow you away. I was
pretty naive about other types of music that everyone else grew
up with (Beatles/rock and roll) till I got to college in the late 70s.”

Amazingly, Darigo juggles all of this with her work as a geol-
ogist and life in general. She admits it cuts into her practice time.
“With all else I've got going on, day job, three kids (7 to 15—all
budding musicians), and a husband who likes to go rock
climbing a lot, I don’t have much time for regular practice. I tend
to be an opportunistic musician and practice when I have a gig.
But I do practice—I’d never show up cold for a rehearsal without
looking at the music first. I try to be professional about it, even
though it’s just part-time.”

Nancy Darigo is a Principal Geologist with over 20 years of experience.
Since joining URS Corporation in 1987, and becoming an Alaska resi-
dent in 1994, she has conducted numerous projects involving a broad
range of engineering geologic, hydrogeologic, and environmental inves-
tigations. Prior to becoming a consultant, she was an oil exploration/
development geologist in central California. She holds Bachelor and
Master degrees in geology from Duke University and the University of
Southern California, respectively, and is a Professional Geologist and
Certified Engineering Geologist in Alaska and California.
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A Master of Wood
Andrea Leigh Ptak
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orking with wood was the obvious hobby for John
(Jack) Shroder; it runs in his blood. Jack’s father
was, among other things, a carpenter and a house
builder, as was Jack’s grandfather on his mother’s
side. Both were New Englanders with long histories

of working with wood. 
“My father always had a shop at home, as well as his busi-

ness—The Hawley-Shroder Cabinetry Shop in Vermont,” notes
Jack. “I played in the shop as a child, banging with toy hammers
alongside my dad.” As a teenager, Jack pounded nails more seri-
ously, framing houses and such, but it wasn’t until after college
that he really immersed himself in the hobby and began making
furniture. He still has his first “good” piece—a king-size head-
board with turned cherry wood posts and a glued-together and
band-sawed main board—made in the 1960s. 

After receiving his PhD and a two-year stint in Africa, Jack
bought an old farm in Vermont where he literally took apart a
200-year-old maple-sugar house and rebuilt it—using old,
New England post and beam technology—as a
workshop/office. He recycled as much of the old, hand-hewn
hardwood timbers as he could to rebuild the structure as close
to the original specs as possible. He restored the stained glass
windows and added skylights, plus new floorboards made
from large, second-growth timber harvested from the prop-
erty, to add to the authenticity. 

As Jack’s geology career path took him from New England to
Montana and finally Nebraska, woodworking remained an
important part of his life. With each move came a new workshop.
When his father died, Jack went back to Vermont to collect not
only tools, but also a wide assortment of hardwoods including
curly maple planks, cherry and oak. He brought it all back to
Nebraska in “as big a truck as one can rent.” He now has a large
(15 x 20 ft. Tuffshed) shop with his dad’s saws, planers, sanders,
chisels, and drills, and a wood stove to ward off the chill. Though
he loves working with his father’s old tools, Jack admits he could
use a new table saw.

Jack enjoys restoring antiques as much as building new
pieces from scratch. His favorite restoration to date is a walnut
chest of drawers, circa 1850, though that may soon be replaced
by the 19th century roll-top desk he currently is working on. The
desk is one Jack got as a college student in the 1950s from his
father’s mill, and the restoration is a labor of love. Jack explains,
“I’ve had it with me ever since, but it has a number of missing
pieces that needed rebuilding. I have been working on it week-
ends since last spring and am 99 percent finished. This past
weekend I probably spent most of Saturday and Sunday after-
noon out in my shop [working] on it.”

Once the roll-top desk is finished, Jack hopes to start work on
some new projects. He notes that pine is the easiest wood to work
with, and he still has a lot from his Vermont property that he had
milled, but he considers curly and birdseye maple the neatest.
“I’ve never done a full piece in curly or birdseye maple—it’s such
rare and beautiful wood. Sometimes I make bowls out of maple
burls, which are like a tree cancer, with a lot of neat internal pat-
terns. I’m dying to use some of my dad’s old wood. I’ve got a

couple of foot-thick and wide cherry pieces, and a six-inch-thick
by a foot plank of birdseye and curly maple, and a ton of second
growth pine.” 

The products of Jack’s labor often end up as gifts to friends
and family. “I have way too much furniture,” says Jack, “ so my
wife and I give away things to our kids all the time.” He some-
times trades with local artists and craftsmen, and his wood-
working skills are also an occasional source of income. A friend
who is a local antique dealer often brings him pieces in need of
serious repair. 

Jack notes that what he does is not the refinishing that can
devalue an antique. “If certain antiques are in pieces…not all
there…they don’t have much value. I had an 18th century chair
made of birch that had been stripped, with pieces missing, so I
had to turn pieces and rebuild it so no one can tell. I’d be an
aggravation to a museum person; sometimes you can’t tell if a
piece has been restored without forensics and scientific dating.
Other stuff I wouldn’t restore at all.”

Such a time-consuming hobby could have an adverse affect
on a relationship, but Jack’s wife, Susie Nye, takes it all in stride.
If he spends too much time out in the shop, she pops in to mon-
itor his progress. That’s probably a good thing considering that
Jack admits he works in the shop “as often as I can—usually three
to four hours a weekend and even some evenings when I’m not
writing scientific papers.” He’s looking forward to being in the
shop even more when he finally retires—something he doesn’t
expect to happen anytime soon.

Jack Shroder is based out of the Department of Geography & Geology
at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. He is currently working on
projects in Afghanistan and the Himalayas.

W

Jack Shroder is restoring the rolltop desk he used as a college student.




